For this final essay I will ask that you select a topic on your own again (related to a specific theme, concept, or idea that we have covered since the midterm), however, the topic must differ from the one you selected for the midterm essay.  Also instead of being 4 pages in length, this final essay should be 5 pages (minimum) in length, with a minimum of 5 high-quality sources.  This essay must be an argumentative essay.   All of the other requirements (relating to formatting) for the midterm will also be applied to the final essay.
 
An argumentative essay is one in which the central “thrust” of the essay is an “argument.”  An argument is a collection of statements that, when they work together, try to prove something.  The statements that work together to provide support for the claim that are defending are called premises.  The conclusion is the statement that the premises provide support for.  Please see the following link for a bit more on this topic: http://www.uky.edu/~rosdatte/phi120/lesson1a.htm
	
Please use 12-point font, times new roman font, double spaced, and one-inch margins.  A minimum of three credible sources are required for this essay. If you are having trouble determining whether a particular source is credible, contact me and we can discuss it. DO NOT USE WIKIPEDIA AS A SOURCE. On the other hand, the online version of the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy would be a great source to use. Please select a meaningful quote from your source and cite it in your essay. 
I don’t mind if you use the MLA or APA style. In this regard, this website can help to format your citations: www.knightcite.com

Important: Don’t plagiarize. If you do it will result in a zero percent for this exam, and you will not have a chance to redo it. It is very easy to tell when someone has cut and pasted from a website without citing. Also, make sure to avoid “ paraphrase plagiarism.”
Late work will not be accepted for a grade (due in part to the fact I am giving you three full weeks to write this essay.)  You could turn this essay in as early as you wish.  I’d be happy to look over a rough draft as well (as long as you email me with this request at least 3 days before the due-date).  This assignment is worth 25 percent of your overall grade. 
Please upload this essay below as a .doc file.

Rubric:
In order to provide you with a sense of how I will be grading these essays I’d ask that you take a moment to look over this rubric that I will be using for your midterm essays.  As you know your midterm essay is worth 20 points toward your overall grade.  As I read your essay I will be thinking of it in terms of these five categories:
 
1.     Quality of topic choice, (5 points)
The topic choice you select can indicate the level at which you are processing this material.  For example, if you select a topic that is very general (or broad) (such that an entire chapter in our text is devoted to it) you will have effectively selected a topic that is much too broad for the purposes of this essay.  Your topic should also be one that is interesting to you.  It always comes through in writing when someone has a passion for the topic they are writing about.  Please remember, I let you select your own topic on the premise that you will be able to connect in a meaningful way with both your research and the construction of your argument.   Topic choices that are too broad or indicate a lack of interest will receive a reduced grade for this portion.  I am very willing to iron out your topic choice with you.  That said, it would be better to come to me with suggestions for topics in-hand (which could be narrowed down) rather than coming to me stating that you have “no idea” what to write about.

2.     Quality of analysis/Clarity of thesis statement, (5 points)
If you write an argumentative essay please keep in mind that A high-quality argument consists of clear premises and conclusions.  In addition, the premises must work together in a way that supports the conclusion.  I am not concerned with the “conclusions” you come to in your essay nearly as much as I am concerned that your conclusions are well supported by the premises.   Argumentation and the study of “making good arguments” is so important to philosophy, that it is one of the fundamental branches of philosophy:  Logic.  Although it is beyond the scope of this course to discussion kinds of argumentation (Inductive, Deductive, etc.) I will ask that you carefully reflect on what you are trying to CONVINCE your reader of (this will be your conclusion) and HOW you are going to convince your reader to accept your conclusions (this will be done with the premises).  Premises provide support for the conclusion you make.  Essays that lack a clear conclusion (or thesis) will see a reduction of points in this aspect.  Point reduction would also be made if the premises do not, in fact, support the conclusion.  On the other hand, if you write an expository essay you will be graded 1.  The quality of the facts you are introducing, and 2. how well the facts hang together to support the explanation you are seeking to provide. 

3.     Meets length requirement, (5 points)
This is rather straightforward, and I am very strict about it.  In order to receive full credit here, you need to meet the requirement for length.  Essays that are half of a page short of the length requirement will receive a two-point reduction here.  Essays more than one page short of the requirement will not earn points for this requirement.

4.     Includes a minimum of three quality sources, (5 points)
Quality sources can be found in many academic journals.  The quality of the research you do has a direct correlation to the quality of your overall essay, so please put in work in this regard.  You should also take a look at the “Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy).  This is an online resource (free) and it can be very valuable.  Essays that cite Wikipedia or about.com (or similar websites) will see a substantial reduction in points for this aspect.  If you have any questions at all about whether a particular source is of high quality please let me know and I’ll take a look at it (before you submit the essay as a final draft).

5.     Proper citations (either MLA or APA), (5 points)
You must use either APA or MLA.  I don’t might which.  If you use neither you will not earn points for this aspect.  You can use sites such as knightcite in order to format your citations.
Again, if you have any questions at all please do not hesitate to ask.  It could be that the question you have is a question that the class would benefit from hearing and answer to and if so I will post an announcement relating to it. 
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This is my Midterm Essay. So, DO NOT choose the same topic as midterm essay. 
Rise and Spread of Christianity on the Planet Earth
Christianity is the largest religion in the world today (Christerson & Flory, 2017), born out of Jewish religion during the Herodian Era. Most of the Jews defected their Jewish religion to Christianity since they did not have faith on King Herod’s way of ruling. Gradually Christianity has grown and even spread to the Islam neighbors who were also lured to join the team. A quarter of the world’s population is now made up of Christian community (Kaatz, 2015). It is also the religion which its growth inspires Muslim community their counter parts and the world’s second largest religion. It began with Jesus and a small set of individuals who rallied behind him- Jesus Christ the Messiah, Jesus was born from the Jewish family (Christerson & Flory, 2017). Through the entire life of Jesus and in the four centuries after, Christianity had covered the whole of Mediterranean world and is now tremendously spreading to all corners of the world. Rise and spread of Christianity on the planet Earth has gotten the attention of scientist, religious people and historians, all looking for information that led to its rise then spread. There have been speculations made, theories formulated about this topics but all in all not everything proposed turned out to be a fact. 
On the onset of Christianity and a few centuries after the start of this huge movement, Roman Empire felt a strong opposition coming (Woodhead, 2014), hence it was so terrified. Christians were then harassed and persecuted by Roman rulers so that they could give in and join the already established Roman Empire. All was in vain since Christians had been successful in unifying the already established Mediterranean world. The prosperous business and peace that prevailed in the Mediterranean region streamlined communication into two main languages that is Latin and Greek. Latin spread to the west while Greek spread to the eastern side of Mediterranean region (Kaatz, 2015) making it easy for Paul the prophet to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ to the people. Christians also took the early cities to be their Christian centers, these were urbanized provinces with already developed trading networks in the whole of Mediterranean region.
The creation of a Christian empire. Persecution of Christians by roman rulers went down in 305 AD just after the abduction of Emperor Diocletian (Christerson & Flory, 2017). Christians had nothing to fear much again, with full force they moved out of their hiding places and influenced non converts to Christianity. To their success they managed to convert the roman emperor Constantine who had reigned between 306 and 338 AD (Kaatz, 2015). He alongside the King of Armenia who had also been converted to Christianity had severely persecuted Christians before they converted. The two went on to persecute non-Christians hence making more Christian converts out of the pagans. Constantine with his power went ahead to spread Christianity by requesting the roman rulers to reinstate churches which they had destroyed and bring back the confiscated property belonging to Christians. Sozomen a Christian and an historian (Woodhead, 2014) praised Emperor Constantine for giving a consideration and appointing Christians into senior government official posts. 
Still a fifth of the population making up the western part of the emperor during Constantine reign were Christians. They also made up almost half the population of the eastern province. This was a speculated reason as to why Constantine decided to move the Roman capital from Rome to a new location on the east and named it Constantinople (Kaatz, 2015). At this very location surrounded by loyal Christians, the city was so secure. Pagans on the roman emperor still had big numbers. Constantine ordered for the demolition of their temples just like he had done to churches before he converted to Christianity. Pagans who felt the strong resistance from the Christ believing ruler gave in and joined Christianity.
The Messianic factor. During the rule of King Herod and later when Agrippas and Archelaus reigned most of the people in the world referred themselves as Messiah (Kaatz, 2015). They even promised to set free the Jewish people from Roman harassment and oppression. Most of these Messiahs managed to lure many Essenes who were hopefully wishing to be ushered into Utopian world.   These group had strong faith and trust on their Messiah whom they referred him as Jesus of Nazareth. They were staunch Jewish. Their intentions were to target the non-Jewish and not to change the laws of Torah (Woodhead, 2014) but rather to send a message that it was time to redeem humanity and should be done without involving war or any form of violence.
Romans on the other hand used force to persecute any of those who presented themselves as Messiah. They crucified them as a way of execution (Woodhead, 2014). These group of Essenes where traumatized when their messiah was crucified by Romans. This was to mark the end of their movement automatically but instead a transformation happened in such a way that Essenes focus went from man to God. Since Messiah was not man as mankind would have thought he did not really died but resurrected on the third day, rose and went to heaven. The Holy bible gives Christians an assurance that they will be redeemed on the day that Messiah will return to the earth (Woodhead, 2014). To early believers of Christ redemption happened instantly contrary to current Christianity. His return is now unspecified but due to challenges most of the people have come to Christ to find refuge and hope that finally they might be redeemed on the coming of Christ (Christerson & Flory, 2017).
Peter the disciple and Paul the prophet. Peter being a close follower of Jesus led early Christians. His main idea was to remind the Jewish people to keep the commandments and that not even one of the commandments was to be changed. His idea was much of Judaism compared to other apostles especially Paul. Paul then spread Christianity from Jewish to non-Jewish. Paul whose original name was Saul (Woodhead, 2014), was born in Tarshish a city in the Northern Lebanon. He was a Pharisee, he had a bad relationship with Christians before a vision of Jesus meet him as he was walking on the road and changed him to be a Christian. With zeal Paul preached Christianity. As a gifted and ambitious worker of Christ Paul is identified as the founder of Christianity. Without his efforts this precious religious won’t have spread this far. Paul preached for 30 years and during that entire period he conquered both roman and Jewish strongholds converting many people to Christianity (Kaatz, 2015). As a wise man of the word he understood how to approach the public making sure that he passed the message in both written and spoken. Adopting the ideas of Philo especially allegory in explaining particular scenarios. Allegory issue solved a lot of issues to do with commandments. Paul promoted the idea of new times. This meant that the New Testament had come and it was time to go as per the new era and not the Old Testament. However it was so necessary to keep the commandments, Paul considered that as a preparatory stage. But what was so important of a man was to get ready for the second coming of Christ and to prepare his or her soul. This made Christianity a flexible religion as compared to Jewish, Judaism and Roman which had many restrictions. Many people opted for Christianity and up to date they still opt for it.
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